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Outdoor Craf;ﬁie t help
fund connectivity pro;ect

Courtesy Photo/Outdoor Craftsmen

A color rendering of the outdoor community area featuring art installations and seating areas that will be built at the intersection
of 79th Street and Niwot Road on the lot north of Cottonwood Park West HOA.

By Jocewyn RowLey
.com

The Niwot Business Associ-
ation’s plans to create a visitor
attraction connecting Old Town
and Cottonwood Square got a
big boost late last year when
local businessman Scott Deemer

of landscape design firm Out-
door Craftsmen, Ltd., agreed to
donate both labor and materials
towards the creation of a pub-
lic art space on the northeast
corner of the Cottonwood Park
West neighborhood.
Construction of the park-like

area could begin as soon as late
January, according to NBA’s
Chuck Klueber, who has been
working with property owners
Cottonwood Park West Home-
owner’s Association (HOA) on
plans to develop the area since

Continued on Page 4

Left Hand Grange seeks

stronger member partlapati‘“

By Vicky Dorvee
Editorial@lhve.com

At the heart of each com-

SPORTS

,Q Winter sports are
back in action

‘r

Little Library dedicated
at Niwot Children’s Park

Photo by Karen Copperberg

Dedication of the Little Free Library at the Niwot Children’s Park took place on Somrday

momdwwnﬁmmmmmmmm
WﬂnMMMh&MMMﬁdM%&M >
Return a Book,” according to the sign on mwmmm\gmm
mmmmmmmmnmwqume
Rotary, and Bruce Warren, President of Niwot Cultural Arts Association.

Over 150 years ago, when of a national network of 3600

munity are places where locals
gather -- newcomers are wel-
comed, food is shared, ideas
are discussed, holidays are cel-
ebrated, accomplishments are
acknowledged, information is
disseminated and music is en-
joyed.

The resultis a coming togeth-
er that brings a sense of being
part of vibrant community. Left
Hand Grange No. 9 fulfills all of
these needs in Niwot.

Photo by Vicky Dorvee

Grange treasurer, Sue Wilson, secretary, Bruce Johnson, and member, Kathy Koehler,
pose in the main room of the Left Hand Grange. ;

the United States was primarily
an agrarian society, people lived
more isolated lives on farms or
homesteads. Places that became
the community hub were called
granges. The Grange Movement
was a direct outgrowth.

-Left Hand Grange Hall is lo-
cated in the distinctive two-story,
white-washed building on the
soutwest corner of Second Av-
enue and Franklin Street. Part

granges and first chartered in
1873, Left Hand Grange No. 9
is now the oldest active grange
in Colorado, having outlived the
first eight.

Initially, the purpose of the
Grange revolved around agri-
culture. Today, the Grange hosts
a diverse array of get-togethers:
Niwot Rotary Club meetings,
weekly Cub Scout and Boy Scout

Continued on Page 3
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last summer. He added that
Deemer’s donation more than
doubled the size and scope of
the original design, which was
completed last August with a
budget of just over $20,200.

Deemer, who moved to Niwot
with his family in 2000, said that
contributing to the project is a
way for him to share his success
with his adopted hometown.

“l opened my business in
2004, and it has flourished, and
that has a lot to do with the
homes in the Niwot area,” he
said. “I thought something like
the connectivity project would
be a way that I could be gener-
ous with a little bit of my good
fortune and create something of
beauty for the whole community
to enjoy.”

After languishing for years,
the connectivity project was
revived last summer by a new
leadership team at the HOA,
which was tasked with imple-
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Outdoor Craftsmen, owned by Niwot resident Scott Deemer, will be contributing labor
and materials to the construction of a sculpture garden at the southwest corner of

79th Street and Niwot Road.

menting the neighborhood’s

long-term beautification goals.
According to board President
Nicholas Whitaker, earlier HOA
concerns about both the short-
term and ongoing costs of de-
veloping the space were allayed
by the enthusiastic response of
local businesses and civic orga-
nizations, which quickly stepped

PLAN WISELY.
YOU WON'T

GET A DO-OVER.

A successful retirement in the future can often depend on having a
solid plan now. If your money isn't working as hard as you are, it
may be time to act—there are no do-overs in retirement planning.
Now is the time to consider developing a strategy that can help
you work toward your financial goals. | specialize in providing
comprehensive, objective financial guidance with the goal of
maximizing every remaining moment of the retirement countdown.

Call today to learn more

forward with offers of monetary
and material support.

“After many months of careful
consideration of the options,
the current HOA was able to
come to consensus around what
was possible, and with the help
of various community part-
ners, bring this project to life,”
Whitaker explained. “It really

is a community effort, and one
that couldn’t have been possible
without the support of everyone
involved.”

Deemer made his offer to the
NBA and HOA shortly before
Thanksgiving, after Outdoor
Craftsmen was asked to bid on
the project. Deemer, an NBA
member, was involved in the
early stages of the design of the
Niwot Children’s Park, and his
firm has provided landscape
design services for a number of
local businesses.

Deemer proposed a num-
ber of upgrades to the original
design, including additional
seating areas, a flagstone walk-
way, and display space for up
to eight sculptures throughout
the expanded planting beds. An
artist by formal training, Deem-
er hopes to see Niwot become
a destination for artists and
art-lovers alike.

“My passion is art...] want to
see a high level of quality and
refinement and discernment
that really distinguish Niwot
as a cultural and very livable
community that has an artistry
about it,” he said.

Whitaker acknowledged that
the HOA wasn’t sure what to
make of Deemer’s proposal
initially.

“The reaction was cautious
excitement at first, as Scott's

offer was so generous,” he said. -

But the board quickly warmed
up to his vision, after hearing
directly from Deemer.

“Our core concerns have
always been about sustainabil-
ity, long term maintenance,
conservation of the limited
water available, the aesthetic
value of the design, and finding
reliable funding options,” he
said. “Outdoor Craftsmen was
able to deliver a design that met
all of those needs, while also
providing a centerpiece for the
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As of yet, no specific art
pieces have been chosen for
the space, but Deemer said jt
shouldn’t be hard to find local
creators to fill either permanent
installations or rotating exhibits,
There has also been talk of pre-
serving Eddie Running Wolf’s
tree sculptures and installing
them in the space, but thereare
no formal plans at this time.

Nor are their formal plans
for future enhancements on
the site, but the NBA, HOA and
Deemer all hope to see the area
blossom into a true community
gathering place.

“With gracious partners like
the LID, NBA, Rotary, Boulder
County, and neighbors like Out-
door Craftsmen, I'm sure thatwe
will be able to build off of what
we’ve started here in order {0
bring our little corner of Niwot
up to a standard that we can
all be proud of,” Whitaker said
“The Cottonwood Park West
HOA is grateful for the oppor-
tunity to work with its Niwot
neighbors, and all of the local
organizations whd pitched it
to make this possible. Niwot
is a special community and
we're excited to help make ita
beautiful and desirable a placé
to live and work as possible.ItS
only through cooperation and
dialogue that projects like this

<can flourish, and we’re happy 1

or 1’0 S(hed U‘e a consu |’[ut|0n area that reflects the rich arts be a partofit.
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